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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, hov^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 7 December 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 
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2) O Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to amendment filed 12/17/04. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appHcation is 
ehgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/17/04 including after final amendment dated 
1 1/1/9/04 has been entered. 



Response to Amendment and Arguments 

3. Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 1-16 are currently pending and subject of this 
communication. Additionally the examiner has withdrawn the rejection of claims under 35 USC 
102(e) over Schultz (US Pub. No. 2001/0056391 Al) reference as discussed in the previous final 
office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

6. The amended claim(s) recites "modeling a projected outcome customized to the 
individual needs..". This limitation is vague and unclear because there is nothing in the claim that 
pertains to the individual participant. The phrase "modeling a projected outcome.individualized 
needs" is interpreted as "calculating a projected outcome for individual participant's needs". It is 
not clear how this process can be accomplished without defining the individual (participant's) 
needs. Further the term "needs" is abstract since it carmot be quantified. 

The claim further recites "the results of the modeling done at the central server." There is 
no antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The "modeling" limitation does cause any 
results. Is the "projected outcome" the results of the modeling as the examiner has interpreted? 
If so, the claim has no basis to determine such results not the results are recited as being done at 
the server. 

The claim further recites that the user provides inputs to the central server specifying the 
user generated parameters relative to the stock option plan ..used in the modeling. However, this 
there is no connection made of this step to the previous "modeling step" which is customized to 
"the individual needs". 

The examiner also notes that the statement "such that the user-defined information is 
used in the modeling" is treated as intended use of the "user-provided information". It is 
suggested that the claim be amended to clearly provide inter-relationship among the limitations 
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"customized ..individual needs", "user generated parameters" and "user-provided information" 
and the "modeling". 

The claim is also rendered indefinite because, it fails to specifically recite the manner in 
which the user-provided information is transformed into the projected outcome. One of ordinary 
skill in the art can not determine (or model) a projected outcome of any financial account without 
knowing the manner in which this inputs are used in the modeling. Alternatively the claimed 
method must define what the modeling process entails in terms of the user inputs and/or user 
needs. 

7. Note that the limitation "to permit the individual to make decisions which will result in 
the optimization of the value of the plan" is intended use of the information about the stock 
option plan. A recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the 
claimed invention firom the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use, then it meets the claim. Therefore, no patentable weight is given to this limitation. 

Based upon the foregoing analysis of the deficiencies in the present form of the method 
claim 1, the claimed invention is vague and unclear and therefore indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Macey (US 
Pat. 6947904) and further in view of PR Newswire "Share the Wealth". 

Macey teaches a method of providing an individual with education and training about 
retirement planning account of an individual. Macey stores relevant information about the 
retirement planning account, models a projected outcome customized to the individual needs. 
Macey further teaches that the storing and modeling processes are performed at a server which is 
accessible by an individual who interacts with the server via a user terminal (refer to entire 
specification). 

PR Newswire teaches that there is a need for education and modeling of individual 
(employees) stock option plan so as to create a degree of understanding about being an investor 
in a company's stock option plan. PR Newswire also teaches both "education" and "financial 
planning" aspects of the stock ownership plan as it concerns the needs of individual employee. 

(refer to entire reference). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine teachings of Macey and PR Newswire reference to devise a method as claimed for 
providing an individual with education and training about an employee stock option plan as 
discussed in the foregoing analysis because such method would enable the employee to manage 
his stock option plan in manner similar to his retirement investment account, educate the 
individual about his stock ownership account as explicitly suggested in the applied references. 
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Regarding claims 3-16 it is asserted that various features claimed therein are essential to 
the management of the stock option plan and in general any investment strategy. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to further incorporate such features in combination of Macey and PR Newswire references for 
the benefit of the individual participant. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant*s 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 800AM-600PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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